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THE COLLEGE CRUSADE

OF RHODE ISLAND

Inspire. Support. Believe,

Fact Sheet
ORGANIZATIONAL FOCUS

The College Crusade of Rhode Island is the state’s most comprehensive
college-readiness and scholarship program for middle school and high
school students in low-income urban school districts. We reach out early to
motivated students and encourage their commitment to learning. No other
organization in Rhode Island provides as much long-term guidance and
support for students from these communities.

The College Crusade was inspired by the idea that the consistent
involvement of caring adults helps young people overcome economic and
educational disadvantages. We believe in the students we serve. Our
dedicated staff nurtures their personal and academic growth, and our
specially designed programs give them the tools they need to succeed in
school and to stay accountable to their college goals. We reward the effort
and achievement of financially eligible students with up to four years of
college scholarships.

The College Crusade’s sustained social and academic investment in the
lives of young people increases the vitality of our state and creates a
lasting legacy for the future.

ORGANIZATIONAL BACKGROUND

The College Crusade of Rhode Island is an innovative nonprofit
organization originally founded in 1989 as the Rhode Island Children’s
Crusade for Higher Education. We changed our name in 2007 to reflect a
new strategic focus on increasing college readiness among economically
disadvantaged youth in Rhode Island.

Nearly all students admitted to The College Crusade are from low-income
or minority families. Our services to them combine the steady, nurturing
presence of caring adults with a rich array of programs that focus on
academic enrichment, social and personal development, career
awareness and exploration, and preparation for postsecondary education.

We reach out to young people in sixth grade and provide them with
consistent support and guidance for seven years, all the way to high
school graduation. Students admitted to The College Crusade receive over
$10,000 in free programs and services. Since 2001, we have also

provided over $23 million in college scholarships to more than 3,000
graduates from Rhode Island high schools.

GEARUP The College Crusade of Rhode Island is funded by a federal
grant from the U.S. Department of Education’s GEAR UP
program, by the State of Rhode Island, and by private

= corporations, foundations, and individuals.
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www.thecollegecrusade.org
Board of Directors

Paul E. Moran, CPA, ADR, Chair
Partner, Yarlas, Kaplan, Santilli & Moran, Ltd.

Dr. Todd D. Flaherty, Ed.D.
President & CEO

Dr. Warren Simmons, Vice Chair
Executive Director
Annenberg Institute for School Reform

Sylvia Natale, Secretary
Community Volunteer

Colleen Callahan
Director of Professional Issues, Rl Federation of
Teachers and Health Professionals

Ray M. Di Pasquale

Acting Commissioner, Rl Department of Elementary
& Secondary Education; President, Community
College of RI

Saikon Gbehan
Attorney, College Crusade Class of 2001

Deborah Gist
Commissioner, Rl Department of Elementary &
Secondary Education

José V. Monteiro, Jr.
AVP-Relationship Manager, Navigant Credit Union

Jami Ouellette
President and Creative Director
Im-aj Communications & Design, Inc.

Mim L. Runey
Providence Campus President & Chief Operating
Officer, Johnson & Wales University

Dr. Irving Schneider
Community Volunteer

Manuel J. Vales IV
Senior Vice President, Commercial Real Estate
Sovereign/Santander Bank

James Vincent
Manager of Constituent Advocacy, Rhode Island
Housing; President, NAACP Providence Branch

Stuart M. Yarlas, CPA, MBA, MA
Yarlas, Kaplan, Santilli & Moran, Ltd.

Emeritus member of the board:
Hon. O. Rogeriee Thompson
Justice, U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit

Designee:

Deborah Grossman-Garber

Associate Commissioner, Academic Policy
RI Office of Higher Education

Staff Leadership

William Formicola
Senior Vice President of Operations / Rl GEAR UP
Director

Irene McCormick
Chief Financial Officerr

Robert Oberg
Vice President for Development & Communications

Media contact: Karen Donovan
kdonovan@thecollegecrusade.org
401 854 5506 ext 120

134 THURBERS AVENUE
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02905
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